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- Refuelthe transport fund

Achng GQV Rlchard Godey dnd

theTiegistafure face a slew'offiscal - |
_ Duslythmks that WIHhappeu :

prohlems with no snap answers,
qumg away to close an estimated
$4 billion’ budget gap without se-
verely.cutting services or imposing
substantial tax i increasesTemains at -
~ thetop of the pile. But bre fiscal
headache hasa telatively simple
rémedy. To replemsh the state trans-
portatlon triist fund, al he and the

Iawgmakers have to do is increase thié

: gag!:ax. 1t's the logical solution.
. . ‘Ajearago, a commission named -
by Gov. James E. McGreevey recom~

mended 212, 5-cent~a gallonjump in
tax o Tefiiel the find. Bi

the”ﬁas
‘MeGreevey bhnked, rejecfmg the”
proposal, and did nothing to ﬁnd an-
other solution.

Thie fund was created two dec-
ades ago to provide a réliable source
of I money for transportatmn projects.

© - But,gver the years, politicians raided

- the ?{md to meet eperatmg expenses

and: Ieorrowed heavi]y against pro-
jected future revenue, By Juie 2006,
thefund will be broke, with the $800
tiillion & year it gets from the current

gas tax going to pay debt.

i

OIS saxdthey’dbackagastaxm« F

? projects they want to;se¢ done, -

There’ be no money for new proj- |
‘ects if nothing is doné. No one sefi-

There’s too mueh mvolved, including #
thousands of construcmonjebs and :
the stability of the state’s e economy, ¥
which relies on well- mamtamed
roads, , bridge$ and railread tracks to -
keep commerce moving; That’s why -
more than 160 of New Jersey’s may- .-

crease, Why? Because they have ro ;

- Codey has pledged to restoré the“’ : ,'
ﬁmd’s health, althouﬁl he doesn‘t

then will be the sam
Ralse the gas tax. !

Admxttedhvrtwﬂlbe,‘teughseli
to voters, After all, they 1 were told.
earlier that gas taxes w goto.
transportation projects it the Teve- '5
nue was spent elsewhere. That's why |
this time around the lawmakers i ;
oughttomakemueagastaxhﬂ(em '
legally dedicated to the trust fund.
Drivers need to be sure that they will
get what they pay for;a better com-
mute:
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